
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 16, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 
roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney  
Jason Allen 
Donovan Gardner 
Paul Detrick 
Gaye Burton    
    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

PRESENTATION 
Swearing in of Pemberton Township Fire Company Officers.  
 
Mr. Hornickel swore in all of the officers as a group. Chief Augustoni stated that this is the oil 
that makes the machine that is the fire department run. Thanked all those that were sworn in.  
 
The following officers were sworn in:    Alan C. South, Deputy Fire Chief 

Thomas Joseph Gemignani, Battalion Chief 
Timothy M. Smoot, Captain 
Susan Patricia Lucas, Captain 
Nicole Denise Ferranto, Captain 
Kevin J. Falt, Lieutenant  
Alexander Peffley, Lieutenant 
Robert W. Taylor III, Lieutenant 
Kenneth W. VanBramer III, Lieutenant 

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  71-2022 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  
 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Questioned what was going on with Denbo School and 
if there would be another study done for a developer. Mayor Patriarca noted that there was an 
interested party that wants to develop in that area and we are looking to do a study in that 
area. Ms. Foreman questioned how many acres it was. Mr. Hornickel advised that one parcel 
was about 21 acres and the other about 9 acres.  
 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 
comment.  
   

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolution 79-2022. Councilman Detrick asked to pull 
Resolutions 75-2022 and 76-2022. 
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

 

*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting Minutes of February 16, 2022. 

 



*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  72-2022 Authorizes various routine refunds in the amount of $1,181.00. 
 
  73-2022 Authorizes the closing of Planning/Zoning Escrow accounts and refund of balances. 
 
  74-2022 Authorizes a refund to Benjamin Giunta for Vacant Property Registration Fee for 149 

Lemmon Avenue.  
 

  75-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  76-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  
 
  77-2022 Authorizes the Pemberton Township Planning Board to conduct a preliminary 

investigation into certain properties on the Township tax map off Junction Road as a 
Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area and/or an Area In Need of Rehabilitation.  

 
  78-2022 Authorizes the Pemberton Township Planning Board to conduct a preliminary 

investigation into certain properties on the Township tax map off Bobolink Blvd. as a 
Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area and/or an Area In Need of Rehabilitation. 

 
 

  79-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  
 
  80-2022 Authorizes the award of a contract to Earle Asphalt Co. in the amount of $234,813.13 

for the repaving of South Lakeshore Drive. 
 
  81-2022 Authorizes partial refunds to 11 property owners for Sewer Connect Fees.   
 
  82-2022 Authorizes correction of Sewer Connection Fees.  
 
  83-2022 Authorizes cancellation and refund of property taxes on property owned by a 

qualifying Totally Disabled Veteran.  
 
  84-2022 Authorizes the assignment of various Tax Sale Certificates.  
 
  85-2022 Authorizing Appointment of James J. Renwick, CTA and Sean M. Gaskill, CTA as 

Deputy Tax Assessors. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. NJ State Fireman’s Association Membership Application for Justin T. Swartwood 
with the Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire Co. 

 
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 RESOLUTIONS 
  75-2022 Authorizes the Township to enter into an Escrow Agreement with Penn 

Jersey Development Co. for a study of certain properties located on 
Blocks 849, 586 & 587 of the Official Tax Map. Pulled from the Consent 

Agenda.  

 
Councilman Detrick questioned if the developers normally pay for these studies. Mr.  
Hornickel stated that we request that when a developer is interested in a study that they fund  
an escrow against which we can charge professional fees. Councilman Detrick noted that it  
appeared that the escrow amount was $14,000 but that we are offering $23,500 for the study. 
Mr. Hornickel advised that the escrow amount was for the initial $14,000 with provisions that  
they would replenish if it is designated as an area in need of redevelopment.  
 
Motion by Detrick and McCartney to approve Resolution 75-2022. Detrick, yes; McCartney,  
yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
  76-2022 Authorizes a contract with CME Associates for Planning Services to 

conduct a study of Junction Road properties as an Area In Need of 
Redevelopment or Rehabilitation in an amount not to exceed 
$23,500.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Motion by Detrick and Gardner to approve Resolution 76-2022. Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
   79-2022 Accepting Grant Award in the amount of $297,362.00 from the N.J. 

Department of Transportation under the State Fiscal Year 2022 
Municipal Aid Program for the Reconstruction of South Lakeshore 



Drive. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Allen commented that this was the award of a grant to reconstruct South  
Lakeshore Drive and gave kudos to the Township for securing this very competitive program.   
Questioned when we expected reconstruction to begin and if the improvements would be  
completed by Public Works. Mr. Hornickel advised on the process for the construction and  
design work once the grant has been accepted to include the bidding process. Noted that  
reconstruction could start some time in the fall or next year.  
 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 79-2022. Allen, yes; McCartney, yes;  
Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR  

 ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1-2022 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
182 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” AND 
CHAPTER 190 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “ZONING”. 
 
This portion of the meeting was opened for Public Comment.  
 
Councilman Allen noted that there was a sub-committee. Mayor Patriarca advised that the 
consensus of the sub-committee was to make a recommendation to the Council not to move 
forward with this ordinance as it stands. Added that there was consensus on certain parts of 
the ordinance and some discussion that was found to be unagreeable on other parts. 
Commented that he has instructed the Solicitor to move forward on drafting another version 
of the ordinance that will address the areas of concern, mainly the section about public road 
parking side of the ordinance, to include what can and cannot be parked on a public road. 
Stated that there were also some limited aspects of the private parking. Stated that this 
ordinance came about as a result of a situation that is occurring in Presidential Lakes. Stated 
this is not the only area of concern as there have been many complaints about other areas as 
well. Noted that we are trying to find a way to address these issues without putting too much 
on the property owner as you do have some rights as a property owner, but that the town also 
has a right to set a standard for a good quality of life in a neighborhood. Noted that this was 
obviously Council’s decision, but that this does need to be addressed at some point because 
we do have a problem. Gave examples of some issues including a truck with hazard placards 
on the side of it in a residential area and boats sitting on blocks for years. Noted that the sub-
committee came back with ideas on how to handle boats and trailers, but the idea that 
someone could have 3 or 4 boats sitting in their yard that are covered in mold is not 
appropriate and you do not see it in other towns. Commented on things that were missed and 
were not intended. Stated that we are not saying you cannot have certain things in your yard, 
but we are saying there has to be a limit as to what you have and how you store it in your 
yard. Commented on campers that are parked in front of houses blocking neighbors’ view of 
the roadway when coming out of their property. Councilman Allen added that the sub-
committee consisted of four Planning Board members and two Council members. Questioned 
if they would continue to meet and provide information back to Council. Mayor Patriarca 
advised that if Council elected not to move forward with this ordinance then a new draft can 
be supplied by the Solicitor to Council and the Board for comments and it would go from 
there.  
 

Danny Frasier – Stated that he appreciated these comments. Noted that this ordinance was 
trying to enforce upon the residents something that has not been enforced in quite some time. 
Noted that there are already rules on the books of what can be parked on private property that 
is owned by the residents and would be restricting the use of private property taking away the 
words private and using the words government property. Commented that he has a personal 
truck, a car to drive back and forth to work and the vehicle his wife drives. Stated that this 
ordinance would require that they add a garage to keep one vehicle in and cause an increase 
in their taxes. Commented on the portion of the ordinance that addressed the size of a trailer 
and/or camper that you can have on your property. Stated that this does not take into effect 
the use of a travel trailer where most are over 24’ feet. Commented on families that enjoy 
camping and save money by doing so with their own trailers.  
 

Fred Meyers – Stated he wanted to talk about the one boat and no other watercraft longer 
than 21 feet in length. Stated he has a 22’ foot boat in his driveway that he uses throughout 
the season and the way this is worded it seems like he cannot keep this in his driveway at this 
point. Commented that he gets where they are coming from but feels that if he takes care of 
his stuff he should not be penalized. Noted that he runs the fishing website for the town and 



donates things for the fishing derby. Stated that he has a neighbor that has 6 cars in his front 
yard and has been working over a year with Code Enforcement and the rules we currently 
have are not being enforced and now we have new rules that will affect the people that are 
doing the right thing and he does not think it is right. Feels this needs to be reworded for 
people that have good working items in their yards. Mayor Patriarca stated that this was part 
of the discussion with the sub-committee that vehicles should be registered.  
 

Jack Tompkins – Commented that some of the wording is contradicting to itself. Noted that 
some people like to get older vehicles to restore them and could be a work in progress. Stated 
that you are only allowed to have two vehicles parked in your grass and asked what happens 
if you have a birthday party and the only place to park is in your yard. Noted he would be in 
violation every day during the school year as multiple people park in his yard to drop their 
kids off at the school across the street. Expressed concerns over people who have a few 
teenagers and would possibly have more than the four vehicles.  
 

John Lippincott – Stated he is concerned about the way the ordinance is written. Stated he 
has four boats including a pontoon boat, a kayak, a paddle boat and a small row boat which 
are all stored in his backyard. Noted that if he stopped at every house that had more than one 
trailer and extra vehicles, he would still not be here. Stated that he has four trailers including a 
boat trailer, motorcycle trailer, a landscaping trailer and one he is building to tow his 
motorcycle to Florida. Questioned why he cannot have four trailers in the back of his property 
that no one can see. Stated he does not see why we cannot just address the issues at hand 
instead of affecting everyone that is doing the right thing. 
 

Purvis Coley – Commented on the ongoing problem that he is having with the 50’ foot long 
tractor trailer and things going on with his neighbor since late 2019. Stated that anywhere 
from a huge Ford Exhibition and trailers over 40’ feet long have been parking on the street in 
front of his house. Stated that back in 2019 the neighbor was cordial and then the tractor 
trailer came along. Noted the person he has an issue with does not own the property he is 
parking on. Mentioned that several of his neighbors are here tonight but that some could not 
come. Commented that he had discussed before and as can be seen from his daily emails, his 
main concern is the tractor trailers, the diesel engines, the clanging of the metal trailer with 
the conex on it and not boats. Noted that the bulldozer on the property has been there since 
August and that there is also a generator. Advised that in his opinion there are a few people 
that do not belong on a committee that deals with the public. Stated that what he heard at the 
Planning Board meeting was childish with a lot of whining.  Noted the homeowners concern 
is that they are losing money as their properties are being devalued by the minute. Stated that 
everyone here at the township has been very encouraging and supportive and he, his 
neighbors and family appreciate what we are trying to do. Stated he would like to be on the 
Blue Ribbon Committee but was told he could not be. Advised that he had respectfully 
warned Administration and that they do not feel safe. Noted that he feels that starting this 
when they are going through so much every day, he feels is unacceptable and would dare say 
that anyone in this room would not want to go through what they have been going through. 
Stated he has lived in his house for 26 years and it is like they have been invaded. Feels that 
nothing is being done as far as they are concerned. Commented they are here again and 
respectfully ask Council to continue on with the tractor trailer piece and do not discard all 
they have worked on so far.  
 

John Stankarone – Stated he lives on Colorado Trail and has been here since 1996. Stated the 
last thing he wants to do is infringe on anyone’s rights to fish or hunt or do anything. Can 
understand if you have several boats or may be working on a car in the driveway and that is 
not something that has ever bothered him. Commented that he feels that what they have is a 
unique situation dealing with industrial type business equipment. Noted he lives across from a 
vacant lot and knows someday it may not be vacant and houses may be there but what they 
have had is large industrial trailers at two or three in the morning, clearing of the land, 
construction trailers and bright lighting. Stated that what is going on has been emotional and 
mental. Noted that buying here gave them the idea of housing but not a vacant lot being used 
as a commercial construction site. Commented that this is an eyesore and is bringing the 
values of their properties down. Begged that they please take a look at this and help them so 
that it does not continue to be abused.  
 

Kathleen Sweeney – Wanted to reiterate what Mr. Coley had said and asked all to imagine a 
50’ foot trailer in front of your house all of the time. Stated she has done research on this 
person and had approached him cordially. Mr. Bayer stated that he did not mean to interrupt 
the public comments but that we really should be discussing the ordinance and not personal 
gripes which should be brought to the attention of the Mayor, Administration or Council at a 
different time. Ms. Sweeney stated that she had public documents showing that his business is 
located at the property in question. Commented on the trees he is removing from the property 



and the fact that no one knows what he is hauling. Brought information for Council to review 
showing his intent to operate a commercial business in a residential neighborhood. Mr. Bayer 
advised that this information should also go to the Mayor and Business Administrator as you 
are not allowed to operate a commercial business in a residential zone. Councilman Allen 
noted that he had reached out to Administration with a request to see if there were any 
violations currently for this property.  
 

Michelle Forman – Questioned if the Council was familiar with Pinelands restricted property 
and that you cannot build a house on it. Mayor Patriarca advised that the property behind her 
house may be restricted but is not Pinelands restricted. It was noted she had wetlands 
restrictions. Questioned if she could put a trailer on the property behind her house. Mr. Bayer 
advised she should talk to Community Development to see what she can do.  
 

Joshua Ward – Stated he is glad to hear this is being put on hold. Noted that one of the lines 
he has concern with is “approved driveway or stowed in a garage or other accessory 
building”. Stated that across the street from his house it seems someone was cited by Code 
Enforcement and now has a temporary accessory building with 10 different color tarps. 
Suggested that someone come take a look at that. Noted that he has four licensed drivers in 
his house and does not like parking on the roadway but his driveway only hold three vehicles 
so he will be forced to park alongside his garage in the grass.  
 

Purvis Coley – Noted that during the Planning Board meeting in February, the attorney at 
the meeting asked if they would be willing to testify and be subpoenaed, but they have not 
received a letter yet. Stated they are basically just asking for help and do not want to wait 
longer.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Mr. Hornickel explained that he had drafted the ordinance and is willing to take his shots for 
doing that. Noted he took a shot at putting this together and will make adjustments as they 
are needed after hearing tonight’s public comments. Commented that as Council knows his 
goal in this position is to focus on what we can do to enhance the value of people’s living 
experience particularly in residential neighborhoods. Stated that with regard to paragraph A 
of 182-9.2, drive anywhere else in South Jersey that is quote “suburban” and you do not see 
people parking cars on their front lawns. Commented that every homeowner has an 
opportunity to either put in a driveway or perhaps talk to Community Development about 
modestly expanding their driveway if more space is needed. Advised that a few years ago 
when this was proposed there were no limits on the number of cars that could be parked on 
your front lawn and this impacts the value of property and people’s quality of life. Stated that 
there were several people that came to complain about this and we have been doing what we 
can to enforce it and any specific situations that need more enforcement we will deal with it. 
Commented that we are not dealing with people that are parking in front of Mr. Tompkins 
yard to drop their children off for school. If this is a problem, the Police need to be made 
aware of it because they should not be parking there without his permission. Stated that he 
will look into making the boat size longer. Noted that this was not designed for people that 
have non-motorized boats so we know that this needs to be corrected. Added that the reason 
why this ordinance covers so much is because when the issue about parking trailers came to 
our attention, later on that fall, Mr. Coley advised us about these pieces of equipment being 
parked on properties, so if we are going to try and address trailers and equipment, we should 
also look at people that have boats parked in their yards that are never used. Stated he just 
wants the public to understand the genesis to the ordinance. Advised that there is no magic 
behind the numbers for the lengths of trailers for example and that he did his best and looked 
at other towns ordinances for examples. Noted that one of the Mayor’s concerns was that he 
did not want to damage people’s livelihoods and this does not address that enough. Gave 
examples of what some of the concerns were. Stated that having this sub-committee was good 
and is happy to get the public’s input. Added that they are especially concerned with smaller 
lots. Stated we wanted to do as much as we can but if things need to be fixed, let’s correct 
them. Council President Burton noted her appreciation to Mr. Hornickel for his acceptance of 
the drafting of this ordinance. Stated that this is why we amend ordinances because of matters 
that come before Council and that is why we need residents to come forth. Noted her 
appreciation for all those that came forward tonight to speak. Mayor Patriarca thanked Mr. 
Hornickel for falling on his own sword this evening and commended him on his efforts to try 
and correct a problem here in the community and it is how we correct it that is important. 
Stated you have to start somewhere and that is what he did in drafting this ordinance. Noted 
that we are doing what government is supposed to do, in having conversations to discuss the 
needs before they are enacted and you need a foundation to begin with to see what works best 
for our community. Stated it may not be what works best for Mr. Coley or Mr. Meyers 
because you will never get the perfect ordinance that works best for everybody, but the 



community in general can benefit from an ordinance of this type with modifications. Noted 
various problems that are being seen around the township and that we try and see what the 
sweet spot is to set a standard for our community. Gave an example of a yard with cars 
parked right up to the front door in Sunbury Village. Advised that this collapses sewer laterals 
all of the time in that area and is a constant problem. Noted that he does appreciate all of the 
comments. Stated that Mr. Coley does have a problem and that is being addressed, but there 
are also other issues throughout the community. Councilman Gardner thanked Mr. Hornickel 
for all of the information that he brought forward. Stated it is a first draft and we are going to 
work to get the bad stuff out and make it better. Commented that he was so glad to see 
everyone come out and express their concerns because if they were not here, some of those 
good suggestions they made would not be identified and the ordinance might have gone 
through, so he appreciates their coming out to. Stated to Ms. Sweeney that he appreciated all 
that she brought to the Planning Board and what she had tonight for Council and that he 
appreciated her following up and coming out to this meeting also. Commented to Mr. Coley 
and admitted he understands and would not want to be him. Mr. Bayer explained their 
options for voting on the ordinance. Council President Burton asked how soon they would 
have something to replace this ordinance. Mr. Hornickel stated that he could get an ordinance 
to the next meeting just dealing with the street parking issues, giving them more time to work 
on the boats and other stuff that is on private property. Noted that this will not have to go 
back to the Planning Board.  
 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to reject Ordinance 1-2022 as written. Gardner, yes; Detrick, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried, ordinance does not go into 
effect.  
 
ORDINANCE 5-2022 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 182 OF THE CODE BOOK OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” CREATING 
ARTICLE XIC ENTITLED “ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES AND DIRT BIKES”, SECTION 
182-30.11 ENTITLED “PROHIBITED OPERATION AND FORFEITURE” 
DECLARING THE OPERATION OF ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES AND DIRT BIKES 
ON PUBLIC STREETS, HIGHWAYS AND RIGHT-OF-WAYS AN IMMEDIATE 
THREAT TO PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE   
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comment.   
 

Michelle Forman – Questioned if this included bicycles. It was noted that it did not. Ms. 
Forman questioned if there was an ordinance for bicycles already. Commented on bicycles 
swerving in and out of traffic and trying to scare you into thinking you are going to hit them. 
Noted that she spoke to Police and they told her they could do nothing about it. Mentioned 
providing a park or a place for them to go and ride their bikes. Stated that some of the kids are 
very talented with the tricks they do but it is dangerous in the streets. Councilman Gardner 
stated that riding a bicycle in a public roadway falls under the rules of the road like regular 
traffic and would fall to the Police Department and therefore no ordinance could be done. 
Mayor Patriarca noted that he has received numerous complaints on this issue and he knows 
that our officers have seized quite a few of the bikes. Commented that this ordinance is for 
motorized vehicles and we are looking to create something that would allow us to forfeit these 
types of vehicles from those that are racing up and down throughout various areas in town. 
Added that Police have been enforcing the bike problem and have to see the activity in order 
to take action on it or you can sign a complaint if you can identify the person. Ms. Forman 
questioned who owned White Bogs. Councilman Detrick explained that White Bogs is within 
Pemberton Township but is located in a State forest so the State has jurisdiction. Added that 
even without this ordinance it is illegal to ride these types of vehicles in the State forest and 
the State Park Police are constantly chasing these people down. Discussion ensued on what 
types of vehicles go out there and what Pemberton Township Police can and cannot do out 
there. Ms. Forman asked if anyone had considered opening an ATV park for these kids to ride 
around in. Mayor Patriarca stated that there are pros and cons to that and advised on some of 
them, including liability issues and large enough portions of land.  
 

Daniel Frasier – Stated that he has his own UTV that has a plow on it and he uses for 
plowing. Noted that this does not have anything in it about him driving on the roadway to his 
neighbor’s house to plow their yards to help them out. Added that he does not ride his UTV 
in New Jersey and only rides it in Pennsylvania. Stated that if a Police officer pulls him over 
he is going to get this taken away from him. Mayor Patriarca advised that under State law he 
cannot ride his UTV in the roadway and we cannot give him permission to drive it in the 
roadway. Mr. Frasier stated that his vehicle is registered and insured. Mayor Patriarca stated 
that if his vehicle is allowed to be driven on any road in the State of New Jersey than the 
ordinance does not pertain to you, but if it is not allowed then it does. Councilwoman 



McCartney asked what type of vehicle this was and Mr. Frasier explained. Mr. Frasier 
questioned if there is a State law why an ordinance was needed. Mr. Hornickel advised that 
the law explains that in order for the Township to have the authority to forfeit the vehicles an 
ordinance is required. Noted that right now there are fines and temporary seizures, but for 
some people that does not work. Stated we have had several Council meetings with people 
complaining about quads driving up and down the streets and he has not heard anyone 
complain about his activities. Discussion ensued on Police coming for him because of this.  
 

Dan Hullings – Stated that in full disclosure, Mr. Frasier plows his driveway. Commented 
that many things happen during a snow storm but that this is not what this ordinance is about.  
Stated that he had told the Mayor a few weeks ago that he has a group of kids that go past his 
house every day at about 5:00 p.m. at 50 mph on quads and dirt bikes and if you could catch 
them he would throw a party. Commented on driving in Philadelphia and being surrounded 
by over 100 of these things on Broad Street. Noted he is in support of this ordinance.  
 

Fred Meyers – Stated he supports the ordinance as well with one minor change. Noted an 
incident he had when he was younger with taking his dirt bike out to White Bogs and doing 
dumb stuff and he got pulled over by the Police. Questioned if there would be something in 
the ordinance that would give them a first chance before forfeiting their vehicle. Mr. Bayer 
noted that this is premised on State law and unless they run over a Police car or does 
something egregious he does not think that would happen. Mayor Patriarca advised that there 
are some cases that require officers to do an extensive amount of work and explained the 
process.  
 

Justine Miller – Noted that she is in favor of this ordinance as well because of the problem 
they are having on Tecumseh Trail throughout the day. Advised on an incident that occurred 
in Presidential Lakes with a 4 wheeler that her friends’ husband and dog were out in front of 
their fence raking leaves and a kid came flying down and killed their dog. Added that she 
agreed that she understands giving the kids a chance because they do dumb stuff, but what if 
that was someone’s child. Councilman Gardner commented that if a kid is racing down the 
street at 50 mph, we should take it even if it is his first time. Ms. Miller stated we should use 
discretion, but if you are racing down the street at 50 mph that is a problem. Councilman 
Gardner stated that people that have purchased these know what is and is not allowed in this 
town and know what they are doing. Ms. Miller stated that she is a responsible parent but we 
cannot always know exactly what our kids are doing at every moment of the day. Stated she 
tries to know this but thinks it is impossible. Commented that from a parents point of view, if 
I bought something that is $5,000 and her kid is being an idiot, do we deserve to have it taken 
away on the first incident and stated that she feels it depends on the circumstance. Discussion 
ensued on the purchasing of these items knowing they are prohibited. Mr. Bayer explained the 
State laws and the offenses.  
 

John Lippincott – Stated that we have to realize that we are talking about 2 different 
generations. Commented that we are not talking about kids that do something stupid the first 
time, but kids that are very arrogant and trying to intimidate you. Noted that he supports it 
all.  
 

Mike Sawka – Noted that he does support this. Commented on not knowing what your kids 
do 24/7, suggested putting a chain and lock on the ATV so you know what is going on. 
Stated that parents have control and if they do something wrong and it gets confiscated and 
forfeited for good oh well, you lost your money, it was your fault as the parent. Stated if you 
have a small lot and have an ATV in the back yard with no trailer to take it anywhere, then it 
was bought with the intent to drive around here. Stated we should stop making excuses for 
people that disobey the law. Commented that this ordinance is good and of you read the full 
law you can go from your house to a public area if you ride off of the street. Stated neighbors 
may not like you driving on their front lawns, but you are not breaking the law. Also stated 
that the law allows for your to drive across the street to go from one property to another and is 
the only time you can be on a public road. Councilman Gardner noted that it is not just kids 
but adults also riding these in the streets. Councilwoman McCartney stated that we are to 
promote safety for our residents and this states something that imposes an immediate threat, 
so it is not just making a bad decision but if you are posing an immediate threat to the public 
that can be serious and that is why she supports this.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Councilman Allen suggested reaching out to residents to make them aware that there is an 
ordinance in place, if this passes.  
 



Motion by McCartney and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 5-2022. McCartney, yes; Gardner, 
yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS      
 

a. Engineer's Report – 2/9/2022 
 
Councilman Gardner asked for an update on the Spring Lake Project. Mr. Hornickel stated 
that he was pleased to report that ARH is doing the work and should have a design 
submission for Pinelands and the Soil Conservation District shortly. Noted that we have 
received a grant for $50,000 toward the cost of this through the Green Acres Program. 
Noted we had applied last year and just found out last week. Stated we have not gotten the 
official notification yet but when we do we will have a resolution to accept the grant award. 
Councilman Gardner stated that he is looking forward to this going through and the 
residents of Country Lakes are also.  

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 1/27/2022. 
 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all bills pertaining to the NJ State 
Police or the Attorney General's office, particularly page 23 the Drunk Driving Enforcement 
Grant for 2016, Burton, yes with exception of bills pertaining to the Prosecutor’s office on 
page 15. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Patriarca reported: Stated that leaf collection is finally getting done and in a few days 
will be done with the last area. Noted that it had been delayed because of the availability of 
the equipment and us having a hard time getting trucks to do the work. Encouraged residents 
to bring leaves here to the township to get rid of them and not dump them in the woods. 
Advised that they have been working on the budget and hopes to get that to Council soon for 
their review.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Stated that he had the priviledge of swearing in the Fire 
Company officers tonight but also on another day he swore in the other officers. Noted that 
he had made them aware of how Council is supporting of the Fire Company through 
applying for both SAFER grants, one for recruitment and retention and then another to 
possibly hire career firefighters during the day time. Commented that they were very grateful 
for the support and wanted to express their appreciation. Advised that updated department 
reports have been posted on the website up to the present. Wanted to give Council a brief 
personnel update and let them know that we have hired Dr. Wally Adewunmi as a temporary 
environmental scientist in the sewer division. Noted that he had been a colleague of his and is 
a soil scientist who is proficient in air permitting. Stated we brought him onboard to help us 
with our renewal permit for the land base sludge application at the farm. Noted that he brings 
with him a wealth of knowledge and has been doing this for 27 years and retired at the end of 
last year. Stated that he foud out he was available and he really liked the scope of work we 
had to offer him and will be out at the sewer plant a few days a week helping to improve our 
processes there to include our SOP’s for the lab and any other assignments in addition to his 
assistance with the application.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Gardner – Stated he had nothing but asked Councilman Allen to talk about the 
kids on the ice.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked the residents for coming out and noted her 
appreciation for their time and listening to their concerns. Stated it was an honor to watch our 
firefighters be sworn in. Commented that it is an honor to be a part of it and she cannot say 
enough about people that volunteer to provide safety to all of us.  

 

Councilman Allen – Stated that the Excluded New Jersians Fund is accepting applications 
now through February 28th and is a fund that provides a one time direct cash benefit to eligible 



households who were excluded from the Federal stimulus checks and COVID related 
unemployment. Noted that if you know anyone that might benefit from this to please contact 
the Department of Human Services 908-368-1196 or 609-292-3717. Advised that he had taken 
a walk down Ong’s Run a few weeks ago and it is a very nice pedestrian walkway. Suggested 
that if anyone is by the library to take a walk down the path. Commented that he did notice 
that there was a very large tree branch hanging over the path and Public Works may want to 
take a look in case it is considered to be a hazard. Advised that a Sunbury resident had 
contacted him and noted her appreciation for the efforts being made in the area and that she 
sees progress and will continue to keep him posted. Commented that he had read an article 
last week that stated the Federal government will be sending $15 million dollars to New 
Jersey this year to start building electric car and charging station infrastructure. Noted that the 
funding is part of the new infrastructure law and through 2026, New Jersey is expected to 
receive $105 million dolalrs in funding. Stated that he is bringing this up again beause he 
knows Administration and the Township is good at locating and securing grant money and 
this may be a good time to see of we can find grants for this for our own fleet. Commented 
that a few weeks ago he was riding along Mirror Lake and on a partially frozen lake there 
were a few kids that were playing on the lake so he stopped his car and told them that he did 
not think it was good for them to be playing on the lake and they did get off. Suggested that 
the Township possibly put something in the next newsletter or reach out to the school district 
to provide some lake safety tips for the residents and students.  
 

Councilman Detrick –  Stated it was a pleasure watching the swearing in of the firefighters. 
Noted his appreciation for all those that came out tonight and letting Council hear the good 
and the bad because this is how we can improve what we are doing. Asked all to have a good 
evening.  

 

Council President Burton – Thanked her colleagues for the weath of information they always 
share. Commented on TAG and that there are a lot of things that they are doing that can be 
found on the Township wesite and through the TAG Facebook page. Thanked the public for 
coming out. Stated that people tend to think Council does not want people at the meeting, but 
that could not be further from the truth. Commented that we need our neighbors here because 
we all live here. Stated they need them here because it enlightens them and sharing their 
concerns and questions because that is what Council is here for to take all of this into 
consideration. Noted that like the Mayor said we will not please everyone but we have to do 
what we feel is best for the whole community and they do that best with the public’s insight 
and she appreciates that. Added that the first meeting in March will be live broadcast on 
YoutTube and more information will be available on the website. It was noted that it will just 
be broadcast, but there will be no participation through YouTube.  
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


